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A SOCIABLE DRINK — After a long afternoon in a Salem, Ore., park, 4-year-: 
old Molly Gleason headed for the drinking fountain and a thirst-quenching 
drink. Her Golden Retriever Stamper felt the same way. . ; - 
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W ashington Star Staff Writer 

Former Attorney General Nicholas, 
de£. Katzenbach has told the House 
Assassinations Committee that the; 
FBI under J. Edgar Hoover in 1963; 
resented the formation of the Warren ; 
Commission and wanted ail the : 
credit for swift solution of the mur- 
der of President John F. Kennedy. 

He acknowledged that, as deputy 
attorney general, he was under great 
pressure from the White House, the 
FBI and the State Department to ap-: 
prove early public release of the: 
FBI's first report on the assassina- 
tion before the Warren Commission: 
got started on its investigation. 

“The reason for that was the 
speculation here and abroad whether 
it was a conspiracy of the right or of 
the left, a lone assassin or — even in 
its wildest stages — by the then-vice 
president (Lyndon B. Johnson)/'. 
Katzenbach testified yesterday. “But 
I never intended that the FBI be a 
substitute for the commission." 

HE SAID Robert Kennedy, the 
then-attorney general, did not take 
an active role in the creation and 
work of the Warren Commission. 
“Robert Kennedy's world had simply 
come apart," said Katzenbach. “He 
was devastated. The assassination 
brought to a crashing halt ail the 
things he had worked for with his : 
brother. He said nothing that was 
done would bring his brother back' to 
life. Everything had turned to dust." 


The White House wanted the facts 
out quickly, he said, because Presi- 
dent Johnson's viability as a world 
leader was threatened so long as the 
assassination remained unsolved. 
The State 1 Department was being 
bombarded with inquiries from more 
than 100 American embassies around 


the world for a formal explanation cf 
the facts." 

The committee this weekl 


is exam- 
ining the performance of trie Investi- 
gating agencies in the case of Presi- ; 
dent Kennedy, his accused assassin; 
Lee Harvey Oswald and Jack Ruby,i 
who killed OswahTcn Nov. 24, 1963. | 
Katzenbach was asked for his opinion ! 
of FBI cooperation an dr thorough-, 
ness. 

He said It was probably the finest 
investigative agency in the world. 
“The FBI would do what you asked 
and do It well," he said. “On a civil 
rights case, .you would find them' 
reacting to detailed written .ins true-; 
tions.' On a kidnapping, they didn’t 
need any instructions." ; 

• KATZENBACH said he was sur-l 

prised to learn much later that the; 
FBI had withheld from the Warren; 
Commission information it had about! 
CIA-Mafia plots against the life ofj 
Cuban Premier Fidel Castro. “I’m 1 
surprised they didn't use that infor- 
mation to embarrass the tlA," he 
said, i 

He and other witnesses have said 
relations were strained between the 
jf BI and the other- agencies, the CIA 
and the Secret Service, and with the 
Warren Commission. He said he was 
also surprised that the CIA withheld 
information because, with Allen 
Dulles on the Warren Commission, 
he thought that guaranteed jthe com- 
mission would get everything the CIA 
had. 

But he said none of this would have 
changed the Warren Commission's 
final conclusion that Oswald was a 
lone assassin and that there was no 
evidence of conspiracy in Kennedy’s 
death. But If there had been totaf 
cooperation, Katzenbach sal^, things 
would have been investigated that 
were not, and “we wouldn't be here 
today." 


